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III.  ClinicalTrials.gov 
 
http://clinicaltrials.gov 
 

 
 
A clinical trial is a research study with human volunteers to answer specific 
health questions.  People come to ClinicalTrials.gov because they want to 
participate in a clinical trial, and need to know where they can find one 
appropriate to their needs.  ClinicalTrials.gov provides regularly updated 
information about federally and privately supported clinical research in human 
volunteers. 
 
ClinicalTrials.gov has information about:

• A trial’s purpose 
• Who may participate 
• Locations where trials are held 
• Contact information for the trial 
• Whether or not the trial is currently recruiting for participants 

 
People participate in clinical trials because  

• They can play a more active role in their own health care 
• Gain access to new research treatments before they are widely available 
• Help others by contributing to medical research 

 
To learn more about clinical trials, and whether or not to consider participating in 
one, the “Resources” link at the top of each page will go to a Frequently Asked 
Questions page with more information about clinical trials.  It includes answers to 
questions like: 

• Why participate in a clinical trial? 
• What is informed consent? 
• How is the safety of the participant protected? 
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Searching ClinicalTrials.gov 
 
The purpose of this web site is primarily to search for clinical trials.  There are 
several different ways to search.  
 
Basic Search 
The first is the basic search.  You simply type the words that you are looking for 
in the search box on the home page.  Words and phrases should be separated 
by commas.  The words can include disease, treatments, locations, and names 
of researchers. 
 
For example “heart attack, Los Angeles.” 
 

 
 
This search brings up 2 studies that are recruiting in Los Angeles: 
 

 
 
The “Tips” link next to the Search button gives details for searching, including 
using Boolean operators and advanced operators.  More details on these 
searching techniques can be found by clicking on the “Help” link at the top of the 
page. 
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Focused Search 
Just below the basic search on the home page is a link for the Focused Search.  
This link will take you to a search page with more options for searching. 
 

 
 
Filling in any of boxes will help to narrow your search.  If there are questions 
about what kinds of information to put in the fields, clicking on the blue links to 
the left of the boxes will open a new window with information about that field. 
 
 
Browsing by condition 
Selecting this link will bring you an opportunity to browse the clinical trials either 
alphabetically by condition or by a disease subject heading. 
 
Searching alphabetically, you will need to select the first letter of the disease 
name and scroll down the page to the disease for which you are searching. 
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Selecting the search by Disease Heading will get a list of approximately 23 
disease headings under which to browse.  The list will tell you how many 
recruiting clinical trials are found under each heading.  Note that at the top of 
each page is a navigation line showing your path. 
 

 
 
Selecting the heading will give you a list of the diseases under that heading and 
how many clinical trials are found by disease. 
 

 
 
 
Browsing by sponsor 
This simply lists the four kinds of groups that sponsor clinical trials that are 
included in this website. 
 

 
 
Clicking on the organization type will bring up a list of the specific organizations 
under that type (for example a list of the names of Universities and 
Organizations).  You can also click on the link “List All” after the sponsor type for 
a complete list of every study. 
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Other Search Features 
 
No longer recruiting – On each search screen is a check box next to the words 
“Include trials that are no longer recruiting patients.”  If you put a check in this 
box, the search will include trials that are “no longer recruiting,” “completed,” 
“suspended,” or “terminated.”   
 
Search-within-results – This button at the top of the results page will give you 
the opportunity to limit the results you have already found.   
 
For example, choosing the “List All” link for Universities and Organizations 
produces this list of 1765 recruiting studies: 
 

 
 
Clicking on the search-within-results button brings up this screen. 
 

 
 
Now the list of recruiting studies has been narrowed down to 197 clinical trials 
about breast cancer in universities and organizations.  Note that at the top of the 
results screen is a statement showing the search strategy used. 
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Map of Locations 
Continuing with the previous example, selecting the “Map of Locations” button 
will let you know in which state the studies are taking place. 
 

 
 
This map of the United States shows each state where studies are being done 
and the number of studies in that state.  Below it is a list of states with numbers 
after them showing the number of studies in that state.   
 
Selecting either one will bring up a list of just the clinical trials on breast cancer 
done by universities or organizations being done in that state. 
 
 

 III-6 



NLM’s Consumer Health Databases ClinicalTrials.gov 

 
Query Details 
ClinicalTrials.gov has a way for you to see how it is doing the search.  One 
aspect of the search mechanism at ClinicalTrials.gov is that it will look for 
medical synonyms for your search and search those as well as the words you 
typed.  For example, in the search for “heart attack,” ClinicalTrials.gov also 
searched for “myocardial infarction.”   
 
The Query Details will show you exactly how the search was done in 
ClinicalTrials.gov.   
 

 
 
Using the above example, you can see that the top box that shows how 
ClinicalTrials.gov ran your search.  It used the Boolean operator “AND”, and 
searched “all fields.”  In the box below, you can see the other words that were 
searched as synonyms to “heart attack.” 
 
You may make changes to your search in the Query box. 
 
In the “Focused Search,” one option is to exclude synonyms from search, if you 
do not want ClinicalTrials.gov to use this feature. 
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Search Results 
 
When selecting a study, the final screen will give you details about the purpose of 
the clinical trial, the treatment used, the phase of the trial, the design and type of 
the study, who is eligible, and contact information. 
 

 
 
Links are provided to give more information on a particular aspect, for example 
“Phase III.”  Links to MedlinePlus also give more information about disease. 
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What’s New 
 
This link at the top of every page will take you to a page which shows the latest 
clinical trials added to the database and clinical trials that are in the news.  When 
available, it also gives a link to the citation in MEDLINE. 
 

 
 
Press releases are searchable from the current month back to 2002. 
 
 
 
 

ClinicalTrials.gov was developed by the National Library of Medicine and is a 
service of the National Institutes of Health. 
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Practice Exercises 
 
 
 
1. Find out if there is a clinical trial using stem cells in heart disease in your state. 
 
 
 
 
 
2. I remember hearing about a recent study on HIV.  Can you find me something 
about that?  It was sometime in the last couple of months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What is a double-blind study?   
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